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Cover Photo: Ruben Peyton 
and his Show Indians, 1885 


Ruben Peyton top, far left. The 
Indians playing the show in 
1885 were: Running Elk, Little 
Fox, Red Wolf, War Chief and 
Kuloux. 

Peyton described 
Kuloux as a “large Indian” who 
became his favorite. Possibly 
the large Indian front-center 
with Peyton’s hand on his 
shoulder is Kuloux. 


BucksKin Suit To Be 
On Display 


Ruben Peyton’s Wild 
West buckskin suit will be on 
display at our Museum 
scheduled for late September. 
This item was donated to the 
Southern Oregon _ Historical 
Society by a Peyton family 
member. We will have it on 
loan through the month of 
October. 


Wish 
Cex aN List 
TOO 


The Museum is searching for 
various Eagle Point High School 
Annuals to complete the collection. 
Missing years are: any before 1937, 
then years: 39, 40, 41, 43 to 48, 50, 
52, 65 to 67, 71 to 73, 77, 79 to 80. If 
you have any of the missing years 
and would like to donate them to the 
museum, call Barbara 826-9725. 


Editor, 
Barbara Hegne 


The following letter was 


found by Dean Higinbotham in his 
family collection. The letter to Henry 
J. Gorden was written by Capt. O. C. 
Applegate. It was conceming the 
massacre of five men who were 
crossing the military trail at the base 
of Mt Pitt (Mt McLoughlin). They 


camped at Rancheria Prairie above 
Butte Falls where they were attacked 
and killed. At the time, it was thought 
Indians had done the killing, but later 
some people thought perhaps the 
deed was done by white men. 

Dean donated a copy of the letter to 
the museum. 


Klamath Falls, Oregon 
Feb. 1, 1925 
Dear Mr. Gorden. 

The party murdered by 
Indians at Rancharia Prairie, to which 
you refer in your letter of Jan. 28, was 
the party of five men known as the 
Ledford party and the date of the 
murder as nearly as | can ascertain, 
was in 1859, about four years before 
Fort Klamath was established and 13 
years before the Modoc War. 

The names of these men 
were Eli Ledford, J. Brown, W. S. 
Probst, James Crow and S. T. 


Applegate's Letter 
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Conger. The purpose was probably 
robbery made while the men were 
asleep in their camp. Ledford’s body 
was found, after a long search, a long 
distance from the others and | cannot 
say whether his body was buried near 
the others or not. 

The murder was not by 
Modocs, occurring as it did entirely out 
of the range of their activities. The 
authorities called on Head Chief 
Salakes at Klamath to apprehend the 
murders. The old Chief instituted an 
investigation, the result of which was 
that he brought the heads of three of 
the murders to Jacksonville. After the 
establishment of Fort Klamath another 
one, Skookum Jim, was arrested and 
confined in the guard house at the fort, 
and {ater in attempting to escape he 
was shot while crossing Fort Creek on 
a footlog. 

There was a rumor that 
another one of the murderers was 
never apprehended, but | cannot say 
whether there was anything in this 
rumor or not. 

| think this is the information 
you wish and | am pleased to be able 
to furnish it. 

Very Truly Yours 

O. C. Applegate 


Author’s Note: The 
Ledford Party graves 
can still be located 
above Butte Falls on 
Rancheria Prairie. 
Permission must be 
obtained to cross the 
land. Most of the 
graves were fe- 
located by family 
members.The 
wooden grave 
marker was carved 
by Bill Edmondson. 
photo: Barbara 
Hegne 
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by Barbara Morehouse Hegne 


*Ruben Peyton was proud of 
his skill with a gun and the part he 
played working in wild west shows. 
When Ruben walked on stage his very 
presence commanded attention. Who 
would have thought this handsome lad 
with a slight build and long flowing hair 
would have such a dead aim with a 
rifle almost longer than he? 

Ruben kept a journal of his 
days in the wild west before coming to 
southern Oregon to homestead. 

(copied exactly 
punctuation added ). 
Mon. Oct. 25, 1886 “Went out on 
parade this a.m. | received my 
buckskin suit from the tailor. Bigalow 
came into the show and said, ‘Get your 
gun, | want to see your shooting act.’ 

“| shot 30 shots as fast as Al 
Lillie (Pawnee Bill's brother) could 
throw up an oyster cracker. Pawnee 
Bill was looking on. Those 30 shots 
landed in a soft pine board and the 
space of all the 30 shots could be 
covered by the ball of his thumb. It 
was 30 pistol. | went out on the stage 
to do a shooting act for the first time. | 
shot about 15 shots with a looking 
glass and with the glass shot at oyster 
crackers. The target was about 1 foot 
square, 4 inches walnut with 2 inches 
white pine, a wire strung from the pin, 
on the string crackers. The crackers 
would drop in front of the target about 
the center. 

“| think the hardest shot was, | 
gripped the rifle with my right hand, 
thumb front of the trigger, place the 
rifle on top of my head with a small 
looking glass in my left hand, just back 
of the hammer. | could sight the target. 
Another shot that looked good that | 
would do, | would cross my legs, place 
the rifle across my knee and the stock 
back against my body, holding the gun 
with my right hand, my left hand witha 
small looking glass so | can get the 
target, then | would turn my head away 
from the target and look at the crowd 
then shoot. A young man sitting on the 
front row of seats near me had a large 
scar on the right side of his face. | 


some 


* Although some writings spell the name Rueben, Mr. Peyton signed all his own letters Ruben. 


-SHARP-SHOOTERS, INDIANS, AND THE WILD 


WEST SHOW 


caught his eye, just then | fired my 
gun. Say, he jumped about 4 feet in 
the air, then he looked surprised at 
me and sat down again.” 

Ruben Peyton and Major 


The “Pawnee Bill” 
Connection 


Gordon W. Lillie, later known as 
“Pawnee Bill”, were neighbors in 
Kansas. Lillie, along with his 
younger brother, Albert, and Ruben 
Peyton became partners in the 
cattle business and ran stock in 
Indian Territory near Wellington, 
Kansas. 

All three men were fancy 
riders, and expert shooters and 
ropers. In 1883, Gordon Lillie took 
the name “Pawnee Bill” when he 
served as a Pawnee _ Indian 
interpreter in the Cody & Carver 
Wild West Show (William Cody, 
“Buffalo Bill’.) In 1885, “Pawnee 
Bill” took a troupe of Indians on tour 
with the Healy & Bigelow Medicine 
Show. He worked one season, then 
returned to “Buffalo Bill's” show. 
“Pawnee Bill” formed his own wild 
west show in 1888. In 1890, he 
combined his show with “Buffalo 
Bill” and they became partners. 
They were known as the “two Bill’s’. 


In April, Peyton and Lilies 

went to Cheyenne to get some 
Indians for the Fargo Show. 
Thurs. May 7, (1885). “We gathered 
a bunch of 8 Indians and hired a 
freighter to haul them up to 
Caldwell, Kansas for us at $2.00 per 
head.” 

May 12th. “We all went up 
to Davenports to get some Indian 
pictures taken this a.m. : 
“There was 11 Indians and 4 
cowboys. We all went to join Fargo’s 
Wildwest Show at Paola, Kansas. 

May 22. “Went over to 
Kansas City, MO side. On parade 
this a.m. Played the Wildwest. One 
of the chariot horses fell and 
throwed Mr. Fargo out and two of 


Ruben Peyton was born September 
23, 1856 in Clark County Indiana. 
He served as.an Indian Interpreter in 
Kansas Territory and he understood 
indians. He once said, “If you show 
the indians you are a coward 
(showing the white feather), they 
have no use for you. If they cansider 
you a friend and then you take the 
other felfow’s side in an argument, 
they'll hate you, they think their best 
friend has gone against him.” 


the cowboy’s horses fell and throwed 
one of the horses shoulders out of 
place.” 

July 28th. “Albert Lillie and 
the Indians came up in the eve. A 
large crowd came to see the Indians 
this p.m. 

Ruben Peyton's skill in 
handling the Indians not only 
guaranteed him success in the show, 
but won him lifetime respect from the 
Indians. 

Ruben kept a diary of his life 
which he copied into a journal and 
gave to his granddaughter, Eloise 
Peyton Friesen, to type. A fire 
destroyed his diaries, but the journal 
was safe. This journal captures the 
exciting years from the summer of 
1885 when Ruben was traveling with 
the Indians and working with Albert 
and Gordon Lillie. It highlights daily 
events, parades and showtime 
activities. 

May 15th, 1885. “Fixing up 
camp this a.m. | went with the Indians 
for a walk. South of town on the hill 
about 1/2 mile there was a barb wire 
fence, 3 wires. | put my foot on the 
bottom wire, pulled up the middle wire 
with my hands to let the Indians 
through. This fence was about 1/2 way 
from where the Indians stopped to lay 
down on the grass. A bunch of kids 
came along with a little negro boy who 
was 9 or 10 years old. This little negro 
stopped by the old chief that wore the 
war bonnet, looking down on the chief, 
this Indian had put a big knife in his 
belt underneath his blanket. He looked 
up, saw the negro looking at him when 
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he jumped up, pulled the knife, cast 
his blanket off, made a pass at the 
negro, say, that negro started for 
town. When he came to the wire 
fence, he just ducked his head, went 
between the top and middle wire like 
a bullfrog and did not touch a wire 
and was lost among the houses in 
town. 

“That Indian looked until he 
was lost among the houses, then he 
dropped down to the ground and | 
never heard an Indian laugh as 
hearty in all my life. 


June 8th, 1885. “Wrote to 
Capt. A.H. Bogardus” 

[Bogardus had been a 
partner with Buffalo Bill's Wild West 
show, but became disgruntled and 
left in 1885. He was a great showman 
and crack shot. In 1888, Bogardus & 
Sons came to Oregon with the Sells 
Bro's Show. He went to visit Peyton.] 
Peyton said of him, "The captain is 
champion all round shot of the world.” 

“We left for Kansas City, 
staid all night in the depot. Albert met 
us at the train. ... went to Fargos 
camp. We went on the stage and was 
introduced to about 5,000 people.” 

“We were ready for our first 
Wildwest Show. I led the Indians. My 
horse was a 4-year old unbroke. He 
was larger that the ponies of the 
Indians. Everything went all right in 
the parade until we came back in the 
tent and | came around with the chief 
ahead with the war bonnet on. That 
was too much for the colt. He 
stopped. | had to touch him with the 
spurs. Say, he turned on his hind 
feet, started bucking for the crowd 
about midway of the seats, he 
bucked against the rope so tight that 
his front feet was at the first row of 
seats. The people cleared a road 
large enough to drive a 4-mule team 
up to the top tier of the seats. Say, 
the people gave me a big hand when 
1 got control of my horse and started 
back with him to the Indians. 

May 28th, “I was practicing 
throwing the lasso. Boys would run 
for me, | would catch them by the 
feet. | went on parade with the 
Indians. 

Peyton had been getting 
Indians for Charles Bigelow of the 
Healy & Bigelow Show. Bigelow’s 
main headquarters was in New York 
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City. His show not only offered 
entertainment, but he sold Indian 
medicine cures under the Kickapoo 
Indian name. Some of his products 
included Kickapoo Indian blood purifier, 
cures for aches & pains, worm killer for 
children, Indian salve and Indian cough 
cure. In March, 1886, Bigelow offered 
Peyton a job to act in the show. it was 
under the management of Dr. R. E. 
Fenton. 

May 19, 1886. “My 8 Indians 
and | left Wellington, Kansas for 
Chicago, Ill. via Wichita and Newton. 
Change cars at Newton for Emporia, 
passed “Sells Bro.” [Sells Brothers was 
a well known Circus]. 

“Just before we got to 
Independence, Kansas, | was in the 
Smoker with the Indians and cowboys 
all smoking . | thought | would leave the 
Smoker to go in the chair car ahead. | 
did not smoke and wanted to get away 
from it. | stepped across the coupling 
onto the other car platform. | met a big 
negro porter standing in the door of the 
chair car. | looked up at him and he said 
‘Where you going’? “ | was so mad, he 
had a grip in each hand, | grabbed him 
by the coat collar and jerked as hard as 
! could. Just then they put on the brakes 
hard, the train stopped, but the negro 
did not. He pitched forward and | 
pushed him in the corner, grips and all. 
The negro was not the only one 
surprised. For a minute the railing was 
all that kept him from going off the cars. 
! set down in a chair, | could look on the 
platform. The men was yelling, ‘Take 
this bus for the Fremont and other 
hotels when Fred Horn and Geo. Evans 
jumped on the platform with a pistol in 
each hand and yelled ‘Stop that noise 
or we will blow the top of your head off.’ 
“The guns were not loaded, but the 
crowd did not know.” 


Big Indian Kuloux 


May, 1886 “Kuloux was a huge 
Indian that | had in my show. He had 
traveled with Buffalo Bill and was one 
of the first Indians Buffalo Bill ever had. 
He couldn't handle him so got rid of 
him. One time he went out on the stage 
and knocked Kuloux down and that isn't 
any way to treat an Indian. Pawnee Bill 
begged me not to take the Indian, he 
said | would have trouble. This was 
when | first started with the show and 
Kuloux had traveled a lot so knew more 


about it than | did. 

The posters for the show 
billed the entertainers as: Mr. Ruben 
E. Peyton “Commanche Rube, 
Cowboy, Plainsmen, and Expert 
Lasso Manipulator, and Interpretor.” 

“Eagle of the Light (The half 
breed Indian) In phenominal feats of 
jugglery, plate spinning, contortions, 
Lightning Musket Drill and Club 
Mania. In an act of contortion, 
passing through a hoop 14 inches in 
diameter, holding a glass full of 
water on his forehead” 

The price of the show was 
10 cents with reserved seats, 10 
cents extra. 

Monday, May 31st, 1886. 
“Went downtown with two of the 
Indians this a.m. Had a big crowd to 
see me throw the lasso. | was 
catching boys, 13 or 14 years old. A 
big six-footer stepped in the ring, 
said ‘I will bet you $5.00 you can't 
catch me.’ “I told him | could catch 
him as easy as the boys, but | would 
not bet. Dr. Fenton stepped in and 
said he would bet him | could catch 
him. He tried to back out but the 
crowd would not let him. | said, “You 
will have to run now, | don’t care 
what you do so you keep running, | 
will catch you before you get to the 
end.’ 

“| had to run to keep up with 
him, when he was about 1/2 way, | 
ducked my head, say, he went about 
5 feet in the air, | knew well where he 
would land so | caught him. | jerked 
the rope to tighten in on his legs. He 
turned completely over, lit on his 
shoulders, feet pointing the way he 
was running. 

“| was throwing the lasso 
catching the boys and there was two 
young ladies watching standing with 
their arms locked around one 
another. One of them said, ‘I don't 
think you can catch us.’ “ | started 
away from them, walked 4 or 5 
steps, turned fast, dropped my rope 
over their heads, tightened up 
around both waists. They said they 
saw me turn but did not see the rope 
unti! | began to pull them to me. That 
had a big laugh and | bet they will 
never forget the cowboy that roped 
them both.” 

Thurs, June 10th, 1886. “We 
broke up camp and moved to Wright 
& Halstead St. The Dr. [Fenton] and 


4 men ate dinner with us. There was 
one policeman who came over to 
“Doc” (our manager and owner of the 
show) and began asking questions. 
Doc was usually very amiable but 
this time he cut the policeman off 
short. He seemed to be a little out of 
humor. This made the policeman 
angry so he said he was taking the 
leaders of the show down to the 
station. As | was also a manager of 
my Indians, they came after me. | 
had no idea what had been done or 
what was going on but knew it was 
no use to argue with the law, so | got 
in the wagon. A white man called 
“Eagle of the Light” on stage, that 
was with the show said he wasn't 
getting on the wagon. Two big 
policemen grabbed him, picked him 
up and threw him over the side of the 
wagon. He was considered a 
showman. (That was the difference 
between us. He would never have 
any invitations from the townspeople 
because he was considered a 
showman. | would sometimes have 
7 invitations to dinner in one day 
because | was considered a 
Westerner.) 

“As soon as | stepped in the 
door of the station, Doc said it was alll 
fixed up. He had gotten there ahead 
of us and had cleared everything up. 
|] turned right around and rushed out 
because | began to think about my 
Indians and knew it wasn’t safe to 
leave them alone. 

‘| hurriedly caught a street 
car, which wasn’t very fast as it was 
drawn only by horses, and when | got 
to camp, there were from 60 to 70 
people mobbing my Indians and they 
were ready to throw rocks at them. 
My Indians were really quite 
peaceable and would protect 
themselves only when they had to. If 
they got mad, they would kill if they 
had to, The mob didn’t know what 
connection | might be with the 
Indians so | motioned for my Indians 
to come and they ran and jumped on 
the street car with me and the driver 
started right off as fast as he could 
get the horses to go. 

“The street car was a large 
platform with seats on the sides and 
they had no back but were open-air. 
| told Kuloux **(my best Indian) to 
stay on one side and keep the mob 
out and | pushed them off of the 


*"Eagle of the Light" was billed as a half breed Indian in ads. ** Peyton took Kuloux with him most 


other side. When it was time to make 
a transfer on the street car, the other 
car ahead saw the trouble and would 
get the horses started so that when 
we jumped on, it was started good. 
My idea was to get to the cable cars 
so that we could out-run the mob. 

“We transferred three times 
and as we were about 1/2 way down 
the last stretch, | looked down the 
street and there were policemen 
spaced about 1 foot apart clear 
across the street. It was really a 
welcome sight. They let us through 
and then stopped the mob. My 
Indians had really been afraid. The 
mob had really increased but the 
drivers had really helped us out. It 
had taken the police force a while to 
get organized but when they did, 
they really stopped the mob. 

Gorden Lillie billed as 
“Pawnee Bill” was with Buffalo Bill 
for the 1886 season working all over 


the country . He wrote Ruben a 
letter dated July 3, 1886 from 
Brooklyn N.Y. 


“....Just opened our new place and 
we catch them great, we have a 
brass band & whoop um up big.” 

“How much do you get a 
month and how long are you 
engaged for? | may see you when | 
go west again....”this fall we open 
Jacksonville Fla, Nov. ist & play 
Mobile & N.O. during the winter. 
Buffalo Bill is playing..” | stayed for 
100 days what is near N.Y. City.” 

“Love to you & Kuluks and 
regards to the other boys, signed: 
G.W. Lillie “Pawnee Bill” Cor 
Flushing & Central Ave, Brooklyn 
N.Y. Indian Camp.” 

In August, 1886 “Pawnee 
Bill? married Miss May Manning, who 
became a star in his show. 

Ruben liked to talk about his 
near escapes and daily events. 
Some days were as simple as 
entertaining children while other 
days were darn near life threatening. 

Oct. 8th, 1886. “At the hall 
all this a.m. The Indians and | visited 
the schools, gave the children tickets 
for the show this p.m. We went out 
on parade this a.m. Had a big crowd 
this eve. at the hall. 

“One time Kuloux got in an 
argument with a white man. | don’t 
know what it was about, but | came 
through the door just as they were 


starting in with blows. | jumped in 
between them and threw my hands 
on Kuloux’s shoulders and before he 
saw who it was, he jerked out a knife 
to kill me. He was going to drive that 
knife right under my armpit because 
he thought | had gone against him. 
His bare skin was hard under my 
hands as | felt those muscles ripple 
and tense. As soon as he looked in 
my eyes, he relaxed and the knife 
dropped from his hand. He knew that 
| knew that he had intended to kill 
me. He threw both arms around my 
neck and began crying and hung on 
until he got control of himself. He 
was SOITy. 

Nov. 3, 1886. “Eagle of the 
Light, Indians and | went out on 
parade...." Had a large crowd at 
night, | did my shooting act.” 

Nov. 20th. “We gave a gold 
cane away in the eve. to the most 
popular man in the crowd. The Hall 
would not hold all the people that 
came.” 

Dec. 5 “ Harry, Fred, Al, 
Indians and | went to visit No. 2 
coalmine, 115 ft. down underground 
and 1 mile back to the coal.” 

A big wild west ‘Double 
Grand Show’ was scheduled at 
Lord’s Opera House for January 12, 
1887. A few days before the show 
Ruben went to check everything out: 

Jan. 5, 1887. “Left Odel on 
the 12:30 train for Pontiac. Stopped 
at the Lord’s Opera House. 
Someone had left a 5 gal. [can] of 
gas on the platform by the stove, a 
big base burner. Harry filled the 
stove full of coal, took a pint cup, 
filled it at the can. He thought it was 
coal oil, took the cup and throwed it 
in the stove, started to put the cup 
back when | saw what he had done. 
| saw the top he had left open, | ran 
for the can and put the top on just as 
Harry struck the match. He never put 
it in the stove, the gas went off, 
throwing half of the coal out over the 
floor. The Indian that | had, run 
around, pitched over on top of me 
just as | got the top on the can. We 
both went over on the can, 
everybody got a surprise. No one got 
hurt.” 


Jan, 25th, 1887. “Went out 
on parade down to the Roller mills 
this a.m. Had a large crowd at the 
show tonight. A man came to see if 
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he could get the Indians to visit their 
lodge, the Order of Redmen. Said 
they never had Indians visit their 
lodge. The boys all said they would go 
if | would. He said he would tell the 
lodge so the lodge sent me an 
invitation for me to come with the 
Indians. So we followed the guide 
and at the first door the guide 
knocked, the guard said, ‘Who is 
there?’ “and was answered by the 
guide who said he would be 
responsible for his friends.The boys 
looked first at me and then at one 
another, but they followed me. We 
went upstairs. The same talk at this 
hall door, then they opened the door. 
There was a large crowd in the hall 
and just as | stepped inside | ducked 
back and started to run. When 2 
Indians caught me, lifted me off of 
the floor and sat me down ahead of 
them. Again the boys had the laugh 
on me. | had the Indians dance a 
number, different dances and 
answered a few questions. Two men 
went around through the crowd with 
hats and collected several dollars for 
the Indians. It was all dumped in my 
hat. When | got back to the hall at the 
table, | counted it out in 5 piles. The 
Indians looking on and as | counted 
the last, everyone pushed it all back 
again and one pointed to me. | did 
not say a word, counted 6 piles, all 
picked up his money and was 
satisfied. | gave the lodge a picture 
of the Indians and |, together with 
some Indian moccasins and also an 
Indian warshield.” 

Jan. 30, 1887. “Kuloux and | 
went out to Mrs. Henrietta Cutshaws 
for dinner today where | first met 
Miss Ora Herron. She played on the 
guitar and sang for us” [Ora Herron 
would later become Ruben Peyton's 
wife in Oregon]. 

In 1887, Al and Gordon Lillie 
were still working part time at the 
shows and maintaining the home 
ranch. Ruben’s mother’s health was 
not good so he quit the show and 
made plans to go to Oregon. 

Feb. 14, 1887. “Mr. Bigelow 
came with a band of Indians to take 
the place of my Indians as they 
wanted to go home. Miss Ora and | 
went to visit the third ward school as 
| promised some of the girls | would 
say good-by to them before | went 
home. All the Indians went on the 
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stage this eve. The Dr. and | went 
over to the’ restaurant and had lunch 
after the show at 12 midnight. My last 
night in Bloomington, Ill. 

April 23rd. “Walter started for 
home and Al Lillie, 4 cowboys and an 
Indian and squaw started for Sells 
Bro. Show.” 


Going To Oregon 


May 23, 1887. “Packing up to 
go to Oregon.” 

June 16, 1887. “Arrived at 
Medford, Oreg. at 8 in the a.m.” 

Ruben wrote letters to Ora 
Herron about Oregon. 

“| will give you a history of this 
country. We are in the valley of the 
Rogue river 15 to 20 mi wide, high 
mountains on both sides. You can 
look up and see snow anytime of the 
year. Oats, mustard & lettuce grows 
voluntarily and some of the finest fruit 
| ever saw. “...we find that one can 
live on half the expenses that we 
could back east, provisions are 
cheaper. My mother’s health has 
improved since we left Wellington 
very much.” 

Ruben was camped near 

Hole-in-the-Ground on the upper 
Rogue, near Cascade Gorge. J. F. 
Ditsworth took Ruben to a spot known 
as the Laurelhurst Bench on the 
northeastern side of the Rogue River. 
Ditsworth pointed across the bend and 
told him there was land where the 
trees were so thick you couldn't turn a 
wagon around and grew so high you 
couldn't see the sun until noon. This is 
the place where Ruben settled. He 
wrote to Ora and asked her to be his 
wife. She showed concern that he 
might go back to the wild west shows. 
Ruben wrote: 
March 28, 1888. “Dear Ora, do not 
think it would be any great effort for 
me to give up going with the show if 
you desired it. | received a letter from 
Mr. Bigelow here wanting me to come 
back to the show, says he will raise 
my wages to $20.00 more a month.” 

Jan. 15, 1891. “I rec’d a letter 
from Bigelow today. He said that he 
would like to have me travel with him 
again.” 

Ruben sent for Ora and she 
became his wife May 16, 1891. They 
raised 10 children. 

In 1888, Gordon Lillie started 
his own wild west show as “Pawnee 


Bill's Historic Wild West. He was also 
known as “White Chief of the 
Pawnees”. In 1890-1908 he added 
“and Great Far East” segment. 
“Pawnee’s” wife, May, was a main 
star and Al Lillie became Oklahoma 
Al, King of the cowboys.” In 
1908 to 1913, “Pawnee Bill” 
combined his show with “Buffalo Bill’ 
He toured all over the world and they 
became known as the “Two Bills’. 

in 1899, a_ bridge was built 
near the Peyton place by the Sugar 
Pine Co., Ruben was said to have cut 
the shingles for the roof. Although, 
the bridge, at times, was called 
Flounce Rock and Laurelhurst, the 
old-timers called it the Peyton Bridge, 
and the name stuck. In 1905, Jason 
Hartman was awarded the bid for 
covering the Flounce Rock Bridge. 

In 1900, the Peyton Post 
Office was established with the 
Peytons handling and delivering the 
mail. The Post Office discontinued in 
1912. 


The “Two Bills” Come To 
Medford 


In September, 1910, Ruben 
Peyton got to see his old friend 
“Pawnee Bill” again. The show was a 
one-day extravaganza. This was to 
be Buffalo Bills farewell exhibition 
fone of several farewell shows]. Their 
advertisements promised the show of 
a lifetime including: football on 
horseback, attack on an emigrant 
train, roughriders of the world, grand 
military tournament, oriental 
spectacle and spectacular feats of 
horsemanship, roping and equestrian 
daring along with bucking bronchos, 
wild west girls, and 100 real Indians. 

This show was a must for 
every citizen of the Rogue Valley. A 
post card claims that over 12,000 
people came to see the show. 
Among them was honored guest, 
Ruben Peyton, and his family. The 
Peytons had a special meeting with 
“Pawnee Bill” and “Buffalo Bill’, a 
memory the family never forgot. 

In the early 1900’s rodeos 
became popular as did wild west and 
circus shows. The “Two Bills’ 
experienced financial set-backs, and 
in 1913, they dissolved their 
partnership. Although other shows 
came along, none could compare to 
the early shows. The “Two Bills’ 
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Ruben Peyton with ‘Show’ Indians. 
May (Manning) Lillie 


‘Standing Bear, Pawnee Chief, furnished 


dita Happy Th Ver 


Post card to Ruben from “Pawnee Bill’. f 
Courtesy Jim & Lois Hodgson 


Right: Ruben Peyton, in later years modeling his gun & buck [7 
skin suit. 
Ruben writes Oct. 25, 1886. “Went out on parade this a.m. | 
received my buckskin suit from the tailor.” 
April 19, 1887. “At home all this a.m. working on my gun and 
buckskin coat.” 
Ruben brought his gun and buckskin coat with him to Oregon. 
It was donated to the Southem Oregon Historical Society by a 
Peyton family member. The buckskin suit was said to be a gift 
from some of Peyton's Indian friends. The jacket was made by 
| the Pawnees, pants by the Cheyennes, and hat by the Sioux. 


Below: postcard: Over 12,000 people in Medford to see Buffalo 
Bill's Wild West Show. 


ane Jee 


Ora Herron Peyton came from Illinois 
to marry Ruben. She was the Peyton 
postmistress 


Maln fice & Permanent Address 24.25.26 & 27 West Street 
HEADQUARTERS of KICKAPCO INDIAN MEDICINES. 


became legends and so did Ruben 
Peyton. Ruben’s story is still told 
among his many descendants, and his 
buckskin show suit is a treasured 
display at Southern Oregon Historical 
Society in Medford. 

References: 

Ruben Peyton's Journal 

Medford Mail Tribune Sept, 8 & 15, 23, 25 1910, 
Aug. 21, 1968, Havice, Theda Peyton, The 
Laurelhurst Bench. 
Interviews:Theda Peyton Havice, 
Hodgson and Erma & Bill Breeden. 


Jim & Lois 
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Commissioners Journal June 1899, 1905. 

Table Rock Sentinel Mar-April 1992, Buffalo Bill 
Stampeding into Southern Oregon, by Steve M. 
Wyatt. 

Letters: Jan. 28, 1886 to Ruben Peyton from 
Bigelow, and Pawnee Bill’ July 3, 1886. 

Flyers Lord’s Opera House & Wemer Hall. 
Isabelle S. Sauers, Annie Oakley and Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West, 1981 

Don Russell, The Wild West 1970. 

Victor Weybright & Henry Blackman Sell, Buffalo 
Bill and the Wild West, 1955. 

Peyton file Southern Oregon and Eagle Point 
Historical Societies. 


a al wh Woof of wt Wf if So Af Af Of A AC Of A AE Se Af A 
The Eagle Point Museum is participating in the Rogue Valley Mall ¢ 
2, “Helping Hands, A Volunteer Opportunity” display. Community & Historical o, 


by photos and items are on display in one of the Rogue Valley inside mall 
windows. The display sponsored by the Eagle Point Historical Society, will 

a, be exhibited through October. The display features the community of Eagle 

‘a Point in their united efforts to move the museum and the Antelope Covered af 


af bridge. Next time you are in the mall look for our display 
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Time Capsule To Be 
Opened in 60 
years, 2056 


A time capsule full of 
modern and past history will be 
gathered together at the Eagle 
Point Historical Society to 
celebrate the new addition to 
the building. Inside the 
alumunum capsule (made 
especially for this purpose) will 
be items of yesterday, modern 
news stories and items that 
express the trends and interest 
of today. We plan to have our 


GO AOL A aT aC aT a at atta at aaa ct member put 
something in the capsule and 
(or one of their descendants) 
open it in the year 2056. 

We are still seeking funding for 
this educational and interesting 


helping 
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Pictures From The Past 


WA 


The Taylor-Harnish homeplace off Hwy. 62 bordering Nick Young Road. This land was originally on James Fryers 
Donation Land Claim. In 1924, a couple of boys playing with matches started a fire in the barn. Neighbors saved the 
nearby house using water out of the irrigation ditch and forming a bucket brigade. Later, in 1990, the house burned. 
Photo courtesy Helen Wolgamott. 


School built Oct. 1899. 
Those identified on back of 
photo: far left, Josephine 
Riley and Emilia Bougard 
(with hat, a hired girl from 
England who worked for 
Tronson & Guthrie 
Orchard), Graydon & 
Orville Childreth on Stile, 
and Frances Grebb in 
doorway. 

Photo courtesy Dean 
Higinbotham 
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Pictures From The Past 


Derby Post Office established 
January 23, 1892 closed April 
19, 1919. First Postmaster 
Warren H. Derby, local settler. 


Top Left: Early Pioneer, 
John Dahack Great 
Grandfather of Ed Dahack 
and Vickie Dugan, Eagle 
Point residents. Top Right: 
Rare photo of the old Derby 
Post Office located between 
Eagle Point & Butte Falls. 
Below; Old Government 
Camp at Crater Lake. 
(Photos courtesy Velma 
Harper, Buck Rowden) and 
Darwin Moore) 
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Some people enjoying the annual potluck include: Mazie Neece, Clara 
Anderson, Tina & Emie Redington, Elmer & Midge Harnish, Bill Atkins and 
Mary Reis. 


L-R Larry’ Vaughn, 
Treasurer, Member 
Kathy & Glen Finley. 
Across from Larry is his 
wife Carol. 


Below: 4th of July 
Parade. Back: President 
Don Reynolds, Secretary 
Carol Reynolds. 

Front Nellie Jackson 
(drew museum plans) 
and Bonneville owners, 
Lola & Martin Burke. 
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August Pot Luck Enjoyed by All. 

Over 50 people attended this 
years annual pot luck and election of 
board of directors. The food was great 
and plentiful. President, Don 
Reynolds, gave a talk on the progress 
and accomplishments of the museum 
this past year. Don Reynolds and 
Larry Vaughn were re-elected to the 
board and Wayne Jackson was 
elected to take the place of Chuck 
Cobun who has resigned, (The 
Cobun’s have sold their property and 
are moving a few miles away). 

The board elected the 
following officers to serve one year. 
Don Reynolds, President 
Wayne Jackson, Vice President 
Larry Vaughn, Treasurer 
Carole Reynolds, Secretary 
Other Board Members still serving: 
Ernie Redington 
Helen Wolgamott 
Walt Barker 


Wayn kson 

Wayne Jackson our newly 
elected board member, belongs to 
several community support 
organizations. He is a Mason a 
Shriner, a North Valley Kiwanis (22 
years) and a life member of the Eagle 
Point VFW, 

Wayne has lived in the area 
since 1939. He, and his wife Louise, 
were owners of Jackson Electric. 
Wayne retired about 10 years ago 
and Louise stayed on to run the 
business. They have recently sold the 
business. They have a son who lives 
here and a daughter in Portland. 
Wayne has a collection of old time 
phonographs and records. In 1994, 
the Jacksons donated a 1888 Edison 
photograph to the museum. Welcome 
aboard Wayne. Below, Wayne facing 
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N mber J e: 


Don & Pat Geren, John & Virginia 
Niemeyer, John & Ellen Payne, Reid 
& Anne Murphy, Mrs. Phillips, Don & 
Vera Force, Carole Huntley, Joyce & 
Sam Bloomquist, Darold Hutsell, SOS 
Alarm, CMI Business, Southern 
Oregon Sanitation, Antonio’s Italian 
Restaurant, Academy Video, Leo 
Rademacker, Ron & Peggy 
Overstreet, Jim Hodgson, Herb & 
Jean Lusk, Jerry’s Custom Meats, 
Ralph Train, Lu Anthony up-grade to 
business, Bob & Janet Kimmel up- 
grade to Lifetime membership. 

We started a children’s & teens 
Isponsorship program. We put baskets 

in local stores for drawings for 
memberships. We appreciate the 
following members who sponsored a 
youngster. 
Emie Redington, Keith Ogawa, 
Eugene & Sharon Edwards, Gorden 
Enterprises, Don Pettit, Andrew & 
Lynne Bartling, SOS Alarm, Willis 
Taylor, Barbara Hegne, Joan 
Redmond, John & Patsy Brophy, 
|Lucille Merrifield, Janice Scott, (two 
anonymous sponsors) . 


Winners of membership 
drawings. 


New youth members by sponsorship. 


David Nelson, Cameron Proctor, Mike 
Bertrand, Andy Kerr, Jamie Bong, 
Melanie Lilies, Kellie Barton, Rhianna 
Wilson, Jack Thomas, Jessica 
Jamison, Amber Converse, Bena 
Niemexer , Jessica Billings, Sarabeth 
Philipp, Kell Johnson , Obie Hansen, 
Kaila Goldbaum, Larry Clementson, 
Jasmine Dieh, Nick Thalacker, Cristal 
Streeter 


Please help us keep our 
membership up and active. 


Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
(Business $10.00 

Lifetime $100 


Meetings 


Join us in planning the 
Historical Future of Eagle Point. 
The Eagle Point Historical 
Society & Museum holds its 
regular meetings the second 
Monday of each month at 7PM. 
The public is invited. After each 
meeting, refreshments are 
served. Information 826-4166. 


DONATIONS 


Bill Atkins, Antique clock; He- 
len Wolgamott, family photos, 
antique doll and doll clothes, 
Sharon Barker, two vases, 
small metal flower basket, 
metal lemon squeeze; Mrs. Art 
Phillips, files on the closing of 
Eagle Point School; Gorden & 
John Stanley, needle-work pic- 
ture; Elmer & Midge Harnish, 
set of Joseph Gaston books 
Centennial of Southern Ore- 
gon; Ann Billeter, 1995-6 Ea- 
gle Point speach banquet 
books; Carole Reynolds baby 
dress; Aubrey & Barbara Tay- 
lor & Debbie Ross, various 
tools, 1857 dress, slip and hat 
(of Taylor family), WW11 Mili- 
tary items; Jim & Lois Hodg- 
son, various tools; Dan Gray, 
Postal Account Books various 
years 1914 to 1946; in honor of 
Eunice Inman, cliff dwelling In- 
dian pot for our educational 
exhibit. 
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Membership: 

Teens $5.00 

Single $7.50 

Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10.00 
Lifetime $100 


Hours: Summer. 


Saturday 10am-~4pm Join Our Family Tree 
Tues thru Fri. and Sunday B 
41pm to 5pm. We are located in the historic 
Closed Mondays. district of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
Other hours by prior between the old Antelope Covered 
eee calnpernera bridge and the Butte Creek Mill on 
North Royal. 


Eagle Point Historical Society & Museum 
P.O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 
97524 


